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Cerium oxide (CeO2) doped with zinc oxide (ZnO) nanoparticles were synthesised using sol-gel method. The impact of 

CeO2 doping on the microstructure, optical, photocatalytic, and antibacterial properties of ZnO nanoparticles (NPs) were 

investigated. XRD results showed the presence of both CeO2 and ZnO phases. The ZnO sample crystallizes into a 

hexagonal wurtzite structure and CeO2 with a cubic structure. The crystallite sizes were estimated and found to be 18 nm 

and 29 nm for the CeO2 and ZnO, nanoparticles respectively. FTIR spectrum reveals the formation of chemical bonds. 

The FESEM studies showed the formation of dense crystallites with aggregation. The EDX studies confirmed the 

presence of cerium, zinc, and oxygen in the sample, and no additional peaks have been detected. The UV-Visible 

spectroscopy analysis revealed the bandgap of 3.15 eV. The photodegradation activity of the nanoparticles with 

methylene blue (MB) dye was carried out using visible light irradiation and the degradation efficiency was found to be 

75.81 % in 1 h duration. The antibacterial susceptibility test was conducted using the agar well diffusion method to 

investigate the activity of CeO2 doped ZnO nanoparticles against E. coli, Salmonella typhimurium, Bacillus cereus, and 

Shigella flexneri, and the results showed significant antibacterial activity as compared to the control drug penicillin. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The unique features and prospective applications of 

cerium oxide (CeO2) doped zinc oxide (ZnO) nanoparticles 

make them highly interesting in numerous domains. Both 

CeO2 and ZnO nanoparticles have undergone thorough 

examination and have been widely employed in several 

fields including catalysis, electronics, photonics, 

biomedical engineering, and environmental remediation. In 

recent decades, water contaminants originating from dyes 

and the textile industries emerged as a significant 

environmental concern. The discharge of surplus dyes into 

water sources has a detrimental impact on human life and 

the environment. Photocatalytic activity is a widely used 

technology that efficiently addresses this problem [1]. 

There are many metal oxide materials used for the 

photocatalytic degradation of different dyes [2, 3]. Among 

them, ZnO nanomaterial is an exceptional nanocatalyst, 

and the incorporation of rare earth (RE) metals can 

significantly enhance its catalytic activity. These factors 

pose significant challenges to enhance the photocatalytic 

efficiency of ZnO [4]. The photocatalytic activity depends 

on many parameters such as band-gap, number of charge 

carriers, and charge separation, and so on. Several 

researchers have conducted studies on metal doping using 

various procedures in order to enhance photocatalytic 
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performance [5 – 8]. Recently, RE metals such as Er, Eu, 

and La have been utilised as dopants in ZnO [9, 10]. 
CeO2 is a rare earth oxide, and has garnered significant 

interest due to its distinctive catalytic capabilities in redox 

processes. Additionally, the redox pair Ce3+/Ce4+ of CeO2 

can switch back and forth quickly and reversibly. This 

characteristic gives it a high level of catalytic activity and 

electron transfer rate [11]. CeO2 is a RE material with 

excellent catalytic properties and high oxygen storage 

capacity. When doped into ZnO nanoparticles, CeO2 can 

modify their electronic and optical properties, making 

them suitable for various applications. Also, CeO2 has 

been investigated for its photocatalytic properties, which 

can be beneficial for applications in water purification and 

air pollution control [12]. Additionally, CeO2 doping can 

enhance the electrical conductivity of ZnO nanoparticles, 

making them promising for applications in transparent 

conductive films, solar cells, corrosion resistant coatings, 

and optoelectronic devices. Overall, the combination of 

CeO2 and ZnO nanoparticles offers exciting possibilities 

for innovation and advancement in various fields [13]. 

There are only a few research articles on CeO2 doped 

ZnO used for photocatalytic and antibacterial applications 

[14]. Shen et al. synthesised the cerium doped ZnO for the 

degradation of RhB dye. The experiment showed a 

degradation of 85.1 % in 125 min [15]. The researchers 

found that the introduction of RE doping in ZnO can create 

various imperfections, which can adjust the bandgap to a 

lower energy level. This adjustment allows visible light to 

be utilised as a source of illumination. In addition, the 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/nanoparticle


presence of RE ion dopants can enhance photocatalytic 

activity by effectively capturing and preventing electron 

recombination. Chatchai Rodwihok et al [1] prepared the 

CeO2 doped ZnO nanoparticles by hydrothermal method 

and results showed that MO degradation activity increased 

with an increase of Ce doping under fluorescent lamp 

illumination. Syed et al prepared the nanocomposite and 

showed a degradation efficiency of 88 % when exposed to 

sunshine and 92 % to UV radiation [16]. 

CeO2-ZnO NC demonstrated significant antibacterial 

action against a harmful bacterial strain [17]. Treating 

infections caused by intracellular bacteria and drug-

resistant strains is challenging when employing antibiotics 

due to the limited ability of medications to cross cell 

membranes. Drugs that are of average size have minimal 

impact on microorganisms that are located inside cells. An 

alternative therapeutic approach has been suggested to 

address this constraint, involving the use of drug-loaded 

nanoparticles as intermediaries. Most forms of 

nanoparticles are of such small size that they can be readily 

phagocytosed by phagocytes in the host. Furthermore, the 

configurations of various kinds of nanoparticles (NPs) are 

well suited for transporting medications, and the 

adaptability of NPs to penetrate host cells through 

endocytosis enables a significant portion of the drug to be 

released within the cells. Therefore, it is of interest to study 

the antibacterial effect of CeO2/ZnO NPs. The results 

indicate that the nanoparticles possess significant 

antimicrobial activity on certain selected bacteria [18]. 

Natural products have shown extensive antibacterial 

effects against both Gram-positive and negative bacteria.  

For instance, it was discovered that ZnO nanoparticles can 

hinder the growth of Staphylococcus aureus, whereas Ag 

nanoparticles demonstrate antibacterial action against E. 

coli and Pseudomonas aeruginosa, with the extent of this 

activity being dependent on the concentration of the 

nanoparticles [19]. Nevertheless, the precise antibacterial 

processes of NPs have not been fully elucidated, and 

similar types of NPs sometimes exhibit contradictory 

effects. The combination of CeO2 and ZnO in 

nanoparticles can lead to synergistic effects, where the 

properties of the material may be superior to those of the 

individual components. For example, CeO2 nanoparticles 

are known for their excellent catalytic properties, while 

ZnO nanoparticles exhibit semiconducting and 

photocatalytic properties. By combining these two 

materials, researchers aim to develop nanoparticles with 

enhanced functionalities for specific applications. In this 

work, the CeO2-ZnO nanoparticles are prepared using a 

simple sol-gel process and their microstructural, optical, 

photocatalytic, and antibacterial activities are investigated. 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The chemicals utilized for this work were procured 

from M/s. Sigma Chemicals, USA. 3.669 grams of zinc 

acetate dihydrate (Zn(CH3CO2)2·2H2O) was dissolved in 

de-ionized (DI) water, and then 8.684 grams of cerous 

nitrate hexahydrate (Ce(NO3)3.6 H2O) was dissolved in DI 

water separately. The two solutions were combined and 

0.01 g of cetyltri methyl ammonium bromide (CTAB) was 

introduced as a surfactant. The mixture was then agitated 

for 30 min 2.10 grams of citric acid was dissolved in 

deionized water and the resultant solution was 

subsequently added gradually and continuously blended 

into the precursor solution. The specimen underwent 

desiccation by being placed in an oven at a temperature of 

120 °C for a period of 24 h. Subsequently, it underwent an 

annealing at 600 °C for 2 h in a muffle furnace. 
The sample's structure was analyzed using an X-ray 

diffractometer (XRD) equipped with CuKα radiation 

(Rigaku, Japan). The FTIR spectrometer (FTIR/ATR), was  

utilized for the analysis of bond vibrations in the sample. 

The surface morphology was examined using Field 

Emission Scanning Electron Microscopy (FESEM) (Carl 

Zeiss Microscopy Ltd, UK). The absorbance of the sample 

was analysed with the use of a double beam 

spectrophotometer (UV-1800, Shimadzu) in the  

200 – 1000 nm wavelength region. 

Antibiotics have a wide range of effectiveness against 

many types of bacteria. Penicillin was utilised as a control 

medication. 

The antibacterial activity was evaluated using the 

standard approach of diffusion disc plates on agar, while 

the minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) was obtained 

using the dilution method [20]. 

This was accomplished by the process of diluting the 

antibiotic substance in either agar or broth media. The 

technique of dilution susceptibility testing was utilised to 

determine the lowest quantity of antibiotic needed to 

impede or eliminate the microorganisms. The agar or broth 

media were used to dilute the antibiotic material in order to 

achieve this. 

The Broth Dilution Method is a straightforward 

technique used to examine a limited number of isolates, 

including individual isolates. 

The microorganisms employed in the study were 

strains of E. coli, Salmonella typhimurium, Bacillus 

cereus, and Shigella flexneri. The organisms E. coli 

(ATCC15224), Salmonella typhimurium (ATCC13048), 

Bacillus cereus (ATCC13061), and Shigella flexneri 

(ATCC12022) were sub-cultured in nutrient broth to get 

pure cultures. The specimens were individually introduced 

into a culture medium and incubated at 37 °C for a 

duration of 24 h. Subsequently, they were stored at a 

temperature of 4 °C until they were ready to be utilised. 

Mueller-Hinton Agar is commonly considered the best 

option for conducting frequent susceptibility testing on 

non-fastidious bacteria since it consistently yields 

trustworthy results across several batches. It facilitates the 

optimal development of most low-maintenance infections. 

A significant volume of data and expertise has been 

accumulated about susceptibility investigations conducted 

utilising this medium. 

The Mueller-Hinton Agar was prepared using the 

manufacturer's instructions. After autoclaving, the sample 

was then cooled in a water bath that was kept at a 

temperature of 45 – 50° range. The recently created and 

cooled medium was meticulously put into flat-bottomed 

Petri plates, made of either glass or plastic. This transfer 

was done on a surface that was both level and horizontal, 

ensuring that the depth of the medium in each dish was 

approximately 4 mm, consistently. The average capacity 

for plates measuring 150 mm in diameter is 60 – 70 ml, 



whereas for plates measuring 100 mm in diameter, it is 

25 – 30 ml. The agar medium was cooled to the 

surrounding temperature and, if not used immediately, 

stored in a refrigerator. Plates should be utilised within a 

week of being prepared, unless measures have been taken 

to prevent the drying of the agar, such as covering them 

with plastic. Each set of plates underwent sterility testing 

by incubating a representative sample at a temperature of 

30 to 35 °C for at least 24 hours [21]. 

Discs of the two antibiotics such as Penicillin were 

used for this study. The nanoparticles were measured and 

used for the antibacterial studies. 

Discs with a diameter of roughly 6 mm were created 

using Whattsman filter paper (No. 1). Subsequently, the 

discs were placed on a Petri plate and subjected to 

sterilization in a hot air oven. Following sterilisation, the 

discs were immersed in various concentrations of wide 

spectrum antibiotics and prepared nanoparticle solutions. 

They were then refrigerated for 24 hours [22]. 

In order to evaluate the adsorption of MB, CeO2-ZnO 

catalyst (1g/1 L solution) was introduced to a solution 

containing 10 ppm of MB and stirred magnetically. 

Subsequently, the solution was kept in darkness for 30 min 

to establish an equilibrium. Next, a fluorescent lamp, was 

turned on to observe the degradation for a duration of 1 h. 

Following exposure to light, a 2 mL solution containing a 

mixture was collected at the specific time (15 min) 

intervals and centrifuged subsequently. Then, the 

spectrophotometer was used to analyse the absorption 

spectra of the solution. The photocatalytic performance is 

investigated utilising the photo reactor (HEBER, MODEL 

HVAR-MP400) under visible light conditions (550 nm 

wavelength and 125 watts) [23]. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. Microstructural studies 

XRD pattern of CeO2/ZnO is shown in Fig. 1. The 

sharp diffraction peaks in the XRD pattern indicate that the 

prepared sample is polycrystalline. XRD pattern shows the 

peaks at angles 28.63° (111), 33.14° (200), 47.60° (220), 

56.60° (311), 59.22° (222), 69.18° (400), 76.82° (331) and 

79.10° (420) correspond to fcc structure of CeO2. 
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Fig. 1. XRD pattern of the CeO2-ZnO nanoparticles 

Also, there are peaks at angles 31.82° (100), 

33.49° (002), 36.31° (101), 62.93° (103), 67.99° (112) 

belong to the ZnO with the hexagonal structure. It is 

observed that both CeO2 and ZnO phases are present in the 

sample. XRD pattern shows the cubic structure ((JCPDS 

No. 34-394) of CeO2 and hexagonal structure of ZnO 

(JCPDS No. 89-13971) respectively [1]. There were no 

more contaminant peaks detected in the sample. The 

crystallite sizes of ZnO and CeO2 can be evaluated by the 

Scherer equation: 





cos

K
D = . (1) 

where K=0.9, λ- incident wavelength, β-Full width at half 

maximum, θ-diffraction angle. The diameters of the 

crystallites were determined to be 18 nm and 29 nm for the 

nanoparticles of CeO2 and ZnO, respectively. Chatchai 

Rodwihok et al [1] prepared the CeO2 doped ZnO 

nanoparticle using a hydrothermal process and the XRD 

pattern indicated the ZnO of wurtzite and cubic CeO2. 

Shen et al [15] Prepared the Ce doped ZnO composite by 

wet chemical method. The XRD patterns of the samples 

indicated the formation of CeO2 of the fcc structure and 

ZnO of the wurtzite structure. Liang et al [24] prepared and 

examined Ce-doped ZnO, and XRD studies indicated that 

both the pure ZnO and Ce-doped ZnO samples possess a 

hexagonal structure. The results obtained in this study are 

consistent with previously reported findings. 

FTIR spectrum of the CeO2/ZnO nanoparticles (Fig. 2) 

demonstrates the existence of functional groups. The band 

observed at 2367 and 2179 cm-1 relates to the vibrational 

movements of O-H groups or the absorbed H2O, 

specifically including stretching and bending. The bands 

detected at 1975 cm-1 and 1584 cm-1 can be attributed to 

remaining organic compounds [1, 25]. The frequencies at 

650 cm-1 and 800 cm-1 demonstrate the characteristic 

elongation of Zn-O and O-Ce-O bonds, respectively. 

4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500

80

90

100

2
3
6
7

2
1
7
9

1
9
7
5

1
5
8
4

9
4
0

8
0
0

 

 

T
ra

n
s

m
it

ta
n

c
e

, 
%

Wavenumber, cm
-1

6
5
0

 

Fig. 2. FTIR spectrum of the CeO2-ZnO nanoparticles 

The sharp diffraction peaks in the XRD pattern 

indicate that the prepared sample is polycrystalline. XRD 

pattern shows the peaks at angles 28.63° (111), 

33.14° (200), 47.60° (220), 56.60° (311), 59.22° (222), 

69.18° (400), 76.82° (331) and 79.10° (420) correspond to 

fcc structure of CeO2. 



Fig. 3 shows the electron microscopy images of the 

CeO2/ZnO NPs in different magnifications. These images 

demonstrated crystalline nature of the sample and dense 

structure with uniform size nanoparticles. It shows the 

photographs revealed the process of aggregation and 

agglomeration in the sample. The EDX examination 

verified the presence of cerium, zinc, and oxygen in the 

sample, and no additional contaminants have been detected 

[1, 25]. This demonstrates the effective incorporation of 

CeO2 in ZnO matrix through doping. 
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Fig. 3. a, b, c, d – FESEM images with different magnifications 

(60 K, 40 K, 20 K and 5 K); e – EDX spectrum of the 

CeO2 doped ZnO NPs 

3.2. Optical properties 

The UV-Visible spectrophotometer was employed to 

evaluate the optical properties of the CeO2/ZnO sample. 

Fig. 4 displays the absorption spectrum of the CeO2/ZnO 

sample in its original state. A prominent absorption peak 

was seen at about 400 nm. The absorption coefficient (α) 

can be determined. The bandgap of the sample was 

calculated using the Tauc plot (Fig. 4 b). The determined 

bandgap of the CeO2/ZnO sample is 3.15 eV. Chatchai 

Rodwihok et al studied the bandgap of a Ce/ZnO sample 

and found that the bandgap varies from 3.06 eV to 2.22 eV 

when Ce ions were introduced. These findings suggest that 

the addition of Ce reduces the bandgap of Ce/ZnO in 

comparison to pure ZnO, which has a positive effect on 

enhancing photocatalytic activity [1]. 

3.3. Photocatalytic studies 

Dyes are crucial in the dyeing and textile sectors. The 

dyes utilized in several industries possess toxicity and 

carcinogenic properties, posing risks to both human health 

and marine ecology [26]. Hence, it is imperative to conduct 

an investigation into the repercussions of dyes being 

discharged into the environment [27]. The photocatalytic 

efficiency of the CeO2-ZnO nanocatalyst is assessed based 

on its ability to degrade MB dye. Fig. 5 shows the 

photodegradation graph of the prepared sample on MB dye 

using visible light irradiation. The graph depicts the peak 

intensity level achieved by the MB dye at its distinctive 

wavelength. 
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Fig. 4. UV-visible spectroscopy of the CeO2-ZnO sample:  

a – absorption spectra; b – Tauc plot 

The primary absorption peaks' intensity diminishes 

over time due to the degradation of dyes in the presence of 

nanoparticles, caused by their absorption in the visible 

spectrum. Due to its band gap of 3.15 e.V, this material 

effectively absorbs visible light [11]. The calculation of the 



percentage of MB photodegradation is determined using 

the formula [17]. 

D = (A0-At)/A0×100 (2) 

where A0 and At are the initial and final absorbance values 

of MB, respectively and D is the degradation activity. The 

CeO2/ZnO photocatalyst exhibited superior photocatalytic 

performance, achieving a degradation rate of 75.81 % for 

MB within a 60 min timeframe. The synthesized sample 

was found to be an excellent photocatalyst under visible 

light and showed promising results for MB dye 

degradation. Shen et al. prepared cerium-zinc oxide to 

degrade Rhodamine B (RhB) using photodegradation. The 

experiment showed 85.1 % degradation efficiency of RhB 

within 125 min. 
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Fig. 5. Photocatalytic degradation of MB dye using CeO2 doped 

ZnO catalyst 

In addition, the formation of heterojunction, which 

serves as a charge separator to impede charge 

recombination and enhance the photodegradation [15]. The 

degradation efficiency for MB dye increased with Ce 

doping. The 0.03 wt.% Ce doped ZnO catalyst decolorized 

the MB dye in 120 min [28]. Chatchai Rodwihokv et al. [1] 

prepared the CeO2 doped ZnO nanoparticles, and 

investigated the structural, optical, and catalytic activity of 

the samples. XRD pattern confirmed both the hexagonal 

structure of ZnO and cubic-phase CeO2. The Ce/ZnO 

catalyst showed superior photodegradation of MO, with a 

degradation efficiency of 94 %. 

3.4. Antibacterial activity 

In recent studies, nanomaterials have shown 

significant promise as contrast agents for imaging the 

gastrointestinal tract and can disrupt infections caused by 

multidrug resistant bacteria [29]. When compared to small 

molecule antimicrobial agents, which have a limited 

duration of activity and often cause harm to the 

environment, nanoparticulate agents with antimicrobial 

activities have a longer duration of activity and cause low 

toxicity. Furthermore, research has demonstrated that the 

inhibition of Escherichia coli bacterial growth is negatively 

correlated with the size of the nanoparticles [30]. The 

CeO2/ZnO nanoparticles are particularly intriguing among 

these agents due to their antibacterial characteristics [31]. 

The antibacterial mode of action is likely attributed to the 

induction of oxidative stress on the constituents of the cell 

membrane of microorganisms, particularly those of Gram-

negative nature. The process of nanoparticles adsorption to 

the bacterium takes place when the location of infection 

has an acidic pH. 

The present study investigated the antibacterial effects 

of CeO2-ZnO NPs along with commercial antibiotic drug 

penicillin. Fig. 6 shows the minimum inhibitory 

concentration of 12 µg/ml in E. Coli. B. cereus shows 

moderate inhibition as compared to the S.typhi and S. 

flexneri. The NPs show significant antibacterial activity as 

compared to the control drug Penicillin at the 

concentration of 20 µg/ml. The results demonstrate that the 

nanoparticles exhibit substantial efficacy against specific 

microorganisms. 

 

Fig. 6. The MIC of the control drug penicillin and CeO2/ZnO 

nanoparticles at the concentration of 20 μg/ml 

Maishara Syazrinni Rooshde et al. [17] prepared the 

CeO2-ZnO and examined its antibacterial properties 

against E. coli and S. aureus using the agar well diffusion 

method. The findings indicated that the nanoparticles had 

both antibacterial properties and high photocatalytic 

efficiency. Syed et al prepared the nanocomposite and 

showed a degradation efficiency of 88 % when exposed to 

sunshine and 92 % for UV radiation for MO dye. CeO2-

ZnO NC demonstrated significant antibacterial action 

against a harmful bacterial strain [16]. Rabia Kırkgeçit et 

al prepared pure and CeO2 doped ZnO particles using a 

sol-gel process and investigated the properties. XRD 

results showed the ZnO with a wurtzite structure. The 

optical properties revealed a bandgap of 2.94 – 3.07 eV. 

The results showed a photodegradation of 96.67 % for 

RhB dye [32]. In the two metal oxides, the formation of 

heterojunction reduces the recombination rate and 

improves the photocatalytic degradation performance [17]. 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

CeO2 doped ZnO nanoparticles were synthesised using 

a sol-gel process. XRD studies indicated the formation of 

both CeO2 and ZnO phases belonging to the cubic and 

wurtzite structure respectively. The FTIR studies showed 

the presence of M-O-M bonds and confirmed the presence 

of metal oxides. FE-SEM analysis revealed the formation 



of crystallites with agglomeration. EDX analysis 

confirmed the Ce, Zn, and O elements in the sample and 

there is no impurity. The bandgap of the CeO2/ZnO sample 

was found to be 3.15 eV as shown in the Tauc plot. The 

CeO2-ZnO nanoparticles exhibited a higher 75.81 % 

degradation efficiency for MB dye under visible light 

irradiation. The CeO2-ZnO nanoparticles showed 

significant antibacterial activity as compared to the control 

drug penicillin.  
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